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explore STEM  - Ambassador requests – June 9th 2011
It’s been a while since we last sent out a newsletter – we must apologise as we’ve been working flat out on the submission to win the STEM Ambassadors Contract which was recently put out to competitive tender with current contracts due to finish at the end of June. It’s great news that the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills has agreed to fund STEMNET for a further 4 years to manage the STEM Ambassadors Programme (and to offer a STEM Advisory Service to schools) - so thanks to all of you for the hard work you put into the programme to ensure that young people across Essex and beyond get good advice and experience about STEM careers and opportunities; it is recognised by the Government as a very valuable programme. We’ll be informed if we’ve been successful before the last week in June and will let you all know as soon as possible of the outcome.

For now it’s business as usual and we have a few new school requests for Ambassadors that we’d really love to find people to assist with. Opportunities for volunteering are posted on our website and this is updated more frequently than we send out a newsletter so please check back every month - http://www.explorestem.co.uk/requests-for-ambassadors-secondary/ 

We’ve included predominantly new requests this time round; in addition we have a growing pool of STEM clubs who would like an Ambassador to get involved even if just once a term so if you would like to help support an activity at one please let me know. More information about the types of things that go on in STEM Clubs can be found at www.stemclubs.net
My favourite activity resource at the moment is called “Engineering Super Powers” and is available at http://ewds.strath.ac.uk/Default.aspx?alias=ewds.strath.ac.uk/esp - the activity pack is big but well worth a read if you are a superhero fan or would like to invent your own villain!
Other news:

Rolls Royce Science Prize – 

So far there have been no entries for this year’s Rolls Royce Science Prize so if you are working with a school you think may benefit please encourage them to apply – we know the judges and they are very helpful! Projects can be STEM related not just pure science. Schools need to have attended a Science Learning Centre course – we can advise of that if necessary.

http://science.rolls-royce.com 

STEM Challenge 7 - 

The latest STEM Challenge has been launched - The BT App Challenge. We are encouraging schools to apply but in the meantime if you would like to be involved, maybe by supporting a school with the challenge or as a judge, then please let me know. More info at www.stemchallenges.net 
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Finally – please visit STEM networking as it will give you ideas for activities and has links to more sensible downloadable resources - http://networking.stemnet.org.uk/ 
Bye for now and please get in touch if you’d like to help with 
any of the requests or would like some ideas for how you
could get involved.

All best wishes,

Jayne
jayne@explorestem.co.uk; 07581 196872
Districts within Essex to help you (and mostly me) locate schools!
explore STEM  - Ambassador requests – June 9th 2011

	Brentwood District

	People to help run 1 hour long hands-on workshops for year 9 as part of Enterprise Day
	Brentwood County High School
	29th June all day
	explore STEM will be running a simple construction challenge for groups of Year 9 pupils and need some Ambassadors to help out with activity



	Guest speaker who will give out prizes & 5 minute talk to parents and pupils at GSCE prize giving evening
	Brentwood County High School
	2nd November,   7.15-9.15pm
	VIP needed for prize giving evening - an ambassador needed to speak to an assembled company of students and parents for 5 minutes in a way that might inspire youngsters. Any science, engineering or maths field.



	Chelmsford District

	Looking for experienced Ambassadors to lead sessions on subjects such as evolution, interesting biological oddities, physics in the real world, experiments, philosophy of science and the scientific method.  

Young people aged 9-15.

	Camp Quest, Essex Outdoors, Danbury 
	16-20 August 2011 
	Camp Quest is a new residential summer camp for young people to enjoy a range of challenging mental and physical activities designed to encourage curiosity, questioning, and critical thinking.  This year’s theme is “What is Science”. Sessions last for 2 hours.

More information at 
www.camp-quest.org.uk/events/2011-cq-essex/


	Colchester District

	Maths and Computing College Inter-Schools Challenge Day – 
Ambassadors who like robots or Lego needed!
36 pupils in total from ~

6 schools, each with 6 pupils… 2 year 7, 2 year 8 and 2 year 9 working together as a team.
	The Gilberd School, Colchester

	July 12th
	Robot building challenge day for Gifted and Talented Pupils from a number of schools with maths and computing specialisms. A variety of simple robots will be made including Jitterbugs and using Lego Mindstorms. Ambassadors needed to help make the day engaging and interesting and of course FUN!!!
If you have any experience with using LEGO Mindstorms the school need some training – please let me know if you can help.



	Harlow District

	CV writing and careers day
Year 10s
	St Mark’s School, Harlow
	18th July, morning only
	As part of activity week, CV writing and careers workshop for year 10s. Ambassadors needed to help with CV and job application advice and also to be on a careers stand and explain about your career.


	Rochford District

	Ambassadors with a biology background to support activity day/Crest Awards

	King Edmund School, Rochford

	8th July
	To round up a science based enterprise week leading to Bronze Crest Awards for the pupils, the school would like Ambassadors to come in to support the work the students have been doing. More details to follow but the week is centred around animals and adaptation/evolution.


	Tendring District

	 Ambassadors needed to help with vehicle building days run by the school for pupils moving up to Frinton site
Year 9 
	Tendring Technology College, Richford Way, Frinton

	11, 12th 13th July 
	School is running a number of vehicle design challenge days and we are looking for Ambassadors to help with the design and build and as judges. 

	Thurrock area

	WOW day – lots of exciting activities and barbecue 
	Gateway Academy – Thurrock


	8th July
	Pupils where they will get the chance to experience activities that make them go wow – we are looking for folk to help run small 20 minute fun science activities (we will provide ideas and kit) – and you will get invited to the bbq!

	Other areas

	A live-in opportunity with food, accommodation and fees! Biologists with an interest in health protection.
5 people needed – see weblink
	Butlins Holiday Camp, Skegness
	3pm Sunday 19th – 6pm Thursday 24th June


	http://networking.stemnet.org.uk/blog/potential-opportunity-stem-ambassadors-closing-date-10th-june 
CLOSING DATE TO APPLY 10th JUNE

	 4 Ambassadors needed to help with activity day run by EDT

http://www.etrust.org.uk/first-edition.php 

115 Year 9 pupils
	Trinity Catholic High School,

Woodford Green


	12th July 9.15-3.15pm
	Engineering Development Trust (EDT) looking for 4 Ambassadors to help with a hands-on activity where pupils work in teams to design, build and test a model, and to talk with the young people about their career informally. See weblink for details.

	Ambassadors to act as Stewards
	IWM, Duxford
	13th July
	Stewards still needed for the regional Big Bang competition, more information can be found at 

www.thebigbangfair.co.uk/eastengland 

	The Engineering Festival - Ambassadors needed to help run activities.

Years 9-13
	IWM Duxford
	18th October
	A regional engineering activity day for students - activities will be sourced, organised and provided by STEM TEAM Cambridgeshire and the Makespace group. More information at:
www.stemteamcambridgeshire.org.uk 

http://makespace.org/wiki/index.php/Updates/20110515 


